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The quotes from who attended the events from outside Okinawa including mainland of Japan.

1. Martin O’Malley 3™ dan Ireland. ; ‘The Memorial Seminar and Exchange Demonstration for Soke Nagamine in
Okinawa was a wonderful opportunity to come together to celebrate the life and teaching of Soke Nagamine, to
reaffirm old friendships, to make new ones, and to see the strength of the group which Soke Nagamine has left
behind. This event, the first world seminar since his passing, marks the beginning of a new era for Matsubayashi-
ryu and the WMKA as we work together to not only maintain, but to build upon his work in promoting Matsubayashi-
ryu worldwide’.

2, Steve Will 5" dan New Jersey USA ; It was an honor for my student and | to be part of the WMKA family that
got together to keep the memory of Soke alive and in our hearts. We trained with the senior instructors of
Matsubayashi-ryu as well as our peers from around the world. We also got to experience the culture and nature of
Okinawa.

3 . Steve Woolston 5" dan England ; “With being the only dojo in England currently studying Matsubayashi-
ryu karate, the recent event in Okinawa allows us a fantastic opportunity to meet, train and become great friends
with many other practitioners from throughout the world. | would like to thank all of the teachers throughout the
event for their time and patience, and for showing us how Matsubayashi-ryu karate should be performed.*

4. Lara Chamberlain renshi 6™ dan California USA ; "Kaicho Yoshitaka Taira, President of WMKA, and the entire
WMKA Committee stand as the Grand Tree that gives us many branches, strength, and unity. The seminar was well
organized, forging a new path into the modern era, yet touched us all with tradition as exemplified by the sharing of
Karate-do Sanka. Practitioners gathered from around the globe to give demonstrations of Karate and Kokoro,
partaking in the spirit of Okinawa by cultivating friendships."

5. Des Chaskelson 5™ dan Florida USA ; "l was humbled and privileged and honored to be able to attend the
recent WMKA Matsubayashi-Ryu Memorial Seminar in Okinawa 2014 with two of my students, Jason Christian and
Stu Warren, who were promoted at the event to shodan and nidan respectively. It was a big honor for us to be there
and to perform kata at the Memorial Ceremony for Soke Nagamine and to train with WMKA members from around
the world. We look forward to many more years of training and events with the WMKA."

6. Reece Cummings 4" dan Australia ; ,"The recent seminar held in honour of the late Soke Takayoshi Nagamine
was a great success and tribute to the strength of an organisation he led. The seminar and training allowed
students to experience karate and culture in the birthplace of karate, and has developed their passion for Okinawan
karate even further. The experience was especially significant for the children as it has ensured their continued
practice into the future."

7. Anthony Gibson-3" dan Canada ; "It was a privilege to participate in the memorial event for Soke Takayoshi
Nagamine. | am grateful for the karate and global friendships Soke has given us. It was great to practice karate with
fellow WMKA members from around the world. Arigato Gozaimasu"

8. Guido Engels 4™ dan Germany ; | like to say thank you and to all the helping hands in the background and to
all the great teachers for your warm and heartily welcome to Okinawa, it was an amazing and unforgettable time for
us. During our visit to Okinawa we met old friends and got new friends, that is great.

| hope to see you in the near future



9. Kevin Plaisted kyoshi 8th New Zealand; Thankyou to all the Matsubayashi Ryu masters, sensei's Taira,
Arakaki and Tome, the seminars and memorial demonstrations were a wonderful event to be part of. Another
highlight for us was participating at the karate day event on Kokusai Dori, performing Gojushiho with sensei's Steve
Trombley, Fred Schlesinger and their members. It was great catching up with all the dojo owners and students from
around the world. Fantastic visit and we looking forward to the next world seminar.

10. Heinz Tessner 3™ dan Germany quotes ; For me it was an amazing time, wonderful organized, perfect
conditions.It was great to meet the friends from the last WMKA seminar in 2010 again and it was also fantastic to
make new friends. All in the same spirit, all with the same feelings: to support, to learn, to have a great time with
Matsubayashi Ryu.

11. Gerard Cappiello renshi 6" dan New York USA ; | would like to Thank all of the board members and all of
the participants for making Soke Takayoshi Nagamine memorial event so successfull  But most of all | would like
to thank the Nagamine family for bringing Matsubayashi to the world and showing me  "THE WAY" for the last 32
years

12.Steve Trombley kyoshi 7*" dan Canada ; It was an honor and a privilege to participate in Soke's memorial in
Okinawa. To see all the different dojo from around the world, work in harmony and honor a great man. He touched
many lives | will miss his smile.

13. Ryan Yokota 4-Kyu Chicago, IL USA quotes ; “Overall | felt that this seminar was a rare honor, and |
appreciated immensely the feedback received from the many sensei that helped me to improve on various aspects
of my form. The organization of the seminar was superb and | was very happy to have additional opportunities to
train with Shinzato-sensei at the Kodokan Shinzato Karate Dojo and with members of the Kanto District
Headquarters Karate Dojo after the seminar ended. Seeing the various participants and instructors in action
provided me with inspiration to continue to improve and advance in my training. | definitely hope to visit and train
again!” Thanks again for all your help in organizing this seminar event!!

14. Fred Schlesinger 5" dan New Mexico USA qoutes; “We were very pleased with so many of the wonderful
aspects of this year’s “Memorial Karate-DoSeminar and Exchange Demonstration 2014 for Soke.” Our sincere
thanks go to the WMKA board and Mr. Riki Nomura in Okinawa for the hard work and successful organization of the
event. Seeing, catching up with, meeting and training with so many friends from around the world was fantastic, as
was all the great instruction received at the seminar. It was truly wonderful to see so many supportive
Matsubayashi-Ryu karateka from around the world come together in such unity and friendship and we believe that
both O’ Sensei Nagamine and Soke T. Nagamine would have been tremendously pleased.”

15. Steve Bate 3™ dan Arizona USA qoutes; Traveling to Okinawa, the birthplace of Karate-do, was a dream I've
had for many years and it finally came true. Participating in the memorial seminar for Soke is something that | will
never forget. The best part was meeting the leadership of WMKA and the many Matsubayashi-Ryu practitioners
from around the world

16. Fred Christian kyoshi 8" dan llliois USA; "The kindness of the leadership during the recent karate seminar was
deeply valued by all who attended. The event was well-organized and allowed for the students to focus on
meaningful training and camaraderie. Thank you to all who made the event a success.".

17. John Carlyle 5" dan Australia quotes; The recent Soke Nagamine Memorial Seminar held at the Budokan
Building in Naha, Okinawa was a resounding success, as all participants would atest to. The Australian contingent
thoroughly enjoyed the training, the unhindered access to important information on Matsubayashi-Ryu karate-do
and of course, the comradeship of like-minded karate ka from around the world. Such events organised by the
Board of Directors of the WMKA have a profound effect on the standardisation of Matsubayashi-Ryu techniques

worldwide and they must be commended on their foresight in achieving this result. | will certainly attend any other



organised events in the future as they can be only beneficial to the development of our style of karate-do.

19. Michael O'Neill 2nd Dan Ireland quotes ; The seminar was a great opportunity for all matsubayashi
practitioners to remember and honour the O Sensei Shoshin Nagamine and Soke Nagamine while providing an
opportunity to meet other practitioners from all over the world and to train with the senior instructors of the
organisation in Okinawa.
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