January 1, 2020
News from Okinawa

New Year’s Greeting from the President

Ll \,

Dear WMKA members around the world

Shiratama nu simi tu ku-bu kajyati
Kukuru kara shigata wakaku naimisochi lisho-guwachi de-biru!

A Happy New Year!
| congratulate you all in welcoming bright and hopeful New Year!

2019 was a historical year for Japan! The name of the Japanese Imperial era was changed from
Heisei to Reiwa. Please visit the Japanese imperial transition on the Website for detailed
information. 2020 will be an Olympic year for the whole world and especially for Japan. An
Okinawan karate athlete is very close to the Gold medal in the Karate Kata competition in Tokyo
2020. We believe it is not just a dream that he will win the first gold medal for Okinawa. Karate
and Okinawa will be more recognized in every corner of the world.

The symbol of Okinawan culture and history, the emotional foundation of the heart and identity
of Okinawan, Shuri Castle was burned down on October 31, 2019. It is not only a sad and big
loss to Okinawa but also to the people around the world who know Okinawa. Shuri Castle and
related properties of the Kingdom of Ryukyu were registered under UNESCO World Heritage
sites as one of the 11 registered sites in all of Japan in 2000. We pray for the quick restoration
of Shuri Castle. Both the Okinawan & the Japanese government have started to work together
for its realization. On top of that, many enterprises and private individuals from around the world
have started offering donations.

2020 will be “A dream come true year” for us to erect and celebrate the Memorial Monument for
our Founder Nagamine Shoshin. | earnestly hope all WMKA members from around the world
and this region will come to Okinawa for the big events of the WMKA. Please refer to the table
below for outline schedule.

Sincerely Yours
Taira Yoshitaka, president of WMKA
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